PRELIMINARY OUTLINE FOR NANCY DREW: THE MYSTERY OF THE VELVET MASK

Nancy, BGeorge and ﬁeun are invited to a masquerade party at the
home of Gloria Hendrick, whose father 1s a wealthy manufacturer and
sollector of art objects. Nobody but the girls and thelr escorts
know what they are golng to wear. MNancy, dressed as a ballerina,
and Ned Nickerson, attired ams a pirate, have a gay time.

In the garden of the Hendrick home, Nanecy loses her mask. While
hunting for 1t, she sees a strange figure in a flowing, black uléﬁkj
élnnning up at the second floor of the mansion., When the figure sees
Mancy and Ned, he quiskly hurries back to the ballroom.

(While hunting for her mask, Naney finds a strange, blhack velvetl
mask, which she wears lnatead of her lost one.

While they sre dancing again, the samey strange masquerader in the
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black coatumeccuts in on Ned and dances away with Nancy., He scolds her -~
for not wearing the Orlental costume she was supposed to and says he
might not have racngniaeﬁ har except for the black mask. Then he
pressee a nofte znt;hE;;TL&nd, just ae Ned reclaims his pﬂrtﬂﬂré%tﬂﬂﬂﬂf
opens the note and reads a strange message, "Eastport Trellis Company
offers secondhand window sash on easy terms. Iﬁfasa of raln every

oloud has & silver lining." Hancy ls sure the message is in code and
ti@ea to decipher it. After a few false interpretations by Ned, Hanoy
suddenly remamhaéﬁiEﬁe figure in the gardanfuan looking up at the second
floor windows of the Hendrick library. Nancy decldes something sinlater
1s madmxfmak afoot and translate<the message to mean: -ﬁE; trellis on
the easst side of the house, leading th the second floor vluﬂuufiﬁ‘%iiy
to %EE:&& The second sentence atlll has her baffled. The girl decldes
to inspect the library and seeke out Mrs., Hendrick, who is very graclious
about having her guests loock at her husband's collection of art objlecte.

Nancy views some beautiful painting; vasea and other rare ob)ectEms
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a:*rungad in the liblﬂ.rr +ﬂu¢ﬂanl3 the second par'ﬁ of the coded
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muﬂagah’ﬁecmaa vlear to her. In a case she sees a :nll:ntinn of

rare miniature allver. H:vfétrtain that someone means to steal the
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silver, Nancy hurries downstalrs, Jush hs she does, she is confronted
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by b maaquerader in a Javenese codtume, who selzes her wrista
and holds her as the lights go out. There 18 panic and confusion, and
Nancy is suddenly released. By the time &he lights nﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁt on agaln,

Mra. Hendrick comes screaming from thﬂ second fldor, saylng someone
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s entered the lihra_r-jr;(un( etoles tha cnllautic:n of rare minlature

8llver. While searching for cluea in the library, Ham:r finds a black
Pty = ¥ | b S P A i b ol By Dl

velvet mask similar to the one she Yo wearing and similar to-the-one
sorn-by- the strange cleoaked figure who gave her the -message. When

she returns home that night, Nancy finds her father pouring over some
e RAmugement
papers in his den. He has been asked to defend the Li@ﬂnur Haadham

and Company of RiverHelghte. Suit has been threatened the company, which
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arranges EI.'.I.‘E'ET"EEI..'[I'I.I]IEI‘TE becanas aftar HE'U"E;I—:H'% guch en’ El‘tﬂm thlﬂgﬂ
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of value have been stolen from the home “Aheanterteinments wens—

Bles.

-.Inﬂ:::?iext morning Nancy calls Mrs. Hendrick and finds t.hat the
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masqueradey party hgg been arranged by the @kunmpans. -H-mq and her
h‘i‘ﬁ 5 T:Il-lu-"'l_'} P |
father dlscusa aase. Ie l;he }E:nmpﬂ:nr dolng the atealing and.,-ﬂ:
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to-defend a rnlu_uu ,=or-la-the Lightner Company really
Pha - Cpnnmptr P,

w=lOResth _Mr, Direw plves Nancy the Job of finding out something about Lightn
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himaelf. ' Nancy talks with the man and through other decides he

ie honeat. The girl thinks perhaps scmebody in the company might be
tippBng off thleves as to the layout of waluablea in the homes where the
parties are given.

Mr. Drew is called out of town on another case. While he 18 gone,

Nancy receives a threatening note, telling her to quit sleuthing. This
note is fmwmd followed by a telegram, ostensibly sent by her father, tellln
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her to qulickly come to see him in the tnwnrhb—u—ﬁdﬂiﬁg. Nancy double-

checks the telegram and gets a verification from the hotel at which Mr,
Drew 1s staying. BShe declides %o take & traln to the plnnu::ﬁﬂaurga and
Bess are fearful scmething wlll happen to her., They offer to go along

to protect Nancy, But George says that 1f anyone should asccost Nancy,
they might be powerTess to help her. Accordingly, George proposes &
different pla‘;;. She will masquerade as Nancy, and Nancy herself, aslong
with Beas, will watch her on the train. o oncn . P

'11ﬂ_-\..ra|r¢ﬂlhlﬂ"" --I'.; ‘-:?-I'I'".r
George does a skillful Jjob of makeup u.-n-!l;.,t:"ni'rlea Nancy'sa au.ltcasa,*‘—"
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bearing the initials KD, ;’Hha gits at one end of the car, wWhile Nanoy
*'-*'J T m{nl‘-!f =
and Bees Bit at the other. ﬂ'!'anﬂf notices two men and a woman come into
the car, mfn ﬂtrn115||d.=:nm the slske toward Hancjr al Bess. The -
Binsed TR Gl giregh A e s Phoapins gyt )

woman, sité-next-ty George, E-udd.nnly Hﬁar-p_;e gl'alntf The (Woman attmptf
- - m ||14.--1-n.|.u5t 1'?'-h#| oA jﬂ..ﬂ-uq-'-ll E

to carry her out, ancy and Besa“try to rush tu ald, but are blocked
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George off (And speeds away in her autcmobile. [ George has been kiﬂnapped A
#-:.
by people who think she is Nanecy. o e fqix

In-strugeling -with-the two men- in the train car, Nanoy rips off ong .
of thelr -necktles: —Getting the laundry mark from 1t, she follows the olue
-to & cheap hotel and sets up & watoh for the man. Apparently, however, he

. has h!,wﬂﬂﬂiﬂh:;ﬁﬂﬂ*ﬁw!ﬂﬂwm f
i, 3 L LW
/S Meanwhile the cpookes eénsensed by finding they have selzed b¥ rong
glrl, write threatening notes to Nancy, Mr. Drew and alsoc to George's
perents, saying that L1f Mr. Drew and Nanecy both do not drop the case,
something dire will happen to George.

Nancy now haes a doublé problem on her handa. Not nnlgf must she find
George and get her back unharmed, but 8he also must tra.c-]h'. down the urnnkaj‘
The pollce are helping on the kidnap case, but are getting nmurharq 88

=R el
Nancy fﬂ'e-nlﬂ.aa to familiarize herself with minlatum sllver. In her researc
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she Mas found that several other Pthﬂrtnﬁ'havs had tn do with silver, some of

it minlature. Nancy checka on trademsrks and hallmarks, and finally discov



* ‘}Ll--.e.u"- P T S o q._.u..,‘,.*.] g o Ll etan vy ﬁ._-r.,.,.;Iﬁ...,,.,? ~aa The
TAisehs oo Ara..ideyg aa ZGL!.{' . A da & et E.-Lp.sk'ﬁ?
,ﬁuu.m[h-—l.-., FL .,-Ll-.#,q_ : !'El.-,..,.n.l._, J‘;‘:{d.‘-'ﬁ"-“i.lfh
L . -fﬂ..--:r A 'l"‘-ﬂn.-&\.,p.ﬁ:,..___ -l‘u;.l' i""ﬁl? ..Hl-'l.q_‘_.ﬁ..__, B rF
mm..f-a"}-!l-Lum._i‘r.,f__‘_._._,_.f.a" '-ﬂ'ﬁ-.uu?'-ihﬂrﬂ_uumu wm;rnﬂ..
ot Al ‘-)’bm--.? Al ,__'t} o o .“'ﬁ-{.._- T ’_,.J._._f,?.l"ru Mgﬁ Chay

o Ut L LT o f-fr-..a:-_ﬁ--'-..-. o - e I R Py o ¢
fon ot A Toingeesia, Hﬂm‘:

{%HMM_&E’%

H"" ‘u"""ﬂhp "' /tlul-\h = .
o f e da I:Sm.trﬁhi‘_hh'



a amall plece of miniature silver in the office of the Lightmer Company.

(f It 1s part of the sllver stolen from the Hendri ok home. Mr. Lightner
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denies any knowledge of 1t, as does his assiatant,  Naney becomes suspleiou
bl Barwhs  Eod s s g,_.d.. = jhi Bhe Basasd ) i e lf'fl;.l.if"".., h_.-:..l_..h(mi

S of the ausiatant:, .ﬂiﬂaanvhile the Lightnur Company cuntinuea to arrange more
' s -.L-l--.{_rt-h ek g
pErtiEB and after each one there hu-hama thefv, —F
i
ewer and fewer orders to run parties and his business 1s threatened with

extinetion becisese of the thefts, = e~ plaar e
W T T f'ﬂ_"_ 'l-"'d'.L“ ...1..1.1 . RAs faek Lagasl JIAAF-" flu-:lﬂ..l; hﬁl_ ‘h.l'-u.'r
work-on the mekﬂa—a-luh— She finds that the .

Hanc:.rA

—& group of. nnmm-.-_ touriet-eabine not far from BEver Heighte.
f}'ﬁf s Tk h'rf--r.r. Dy s
They have Just- -hugfﬁlna&d for tha wihter months. Nancy does some sleuthiln
frisss |
~ai-the ocabina and finds herhﬂ?':arr, which George had worn, floating on & nea
Aelid
by pond. As Nancy looks in the windows of the -mﬁm, she le siezed from

behind and carried off. Besa, who had been with her, plcka up a clue which
A s
finally leads Mr. Drew and the police to & wooded area. Appnruntlr,"’fz'“"
Fri,,"im falee clue hﬂnauaa Nancy cannot be found there. At the same time, Mr.
Drew, the pollce arui Bess discover that George apparently had been held
...‘L'.
a prisoner m—mo_n.f_&u summer—cabing, but she is now gone.
Hh-u ﬂﬁm
After Nancy had been sklzed, ahe finds herself in a atrange, fw:l.ndnulu
IV coilimnisy, G brde & ek ;-.-r_{" g:gmn_
:'::u.'u:i5 kiah containe chairs éﬂun,. -punch bowla
By-building a fire -in-one-of the samovars and. - 8moke-

mgh-aqmnk_m_tgi_ﬁx'
Naney tricks her abductor inte rushing in,

thinking 1%t 18 a fire. ©S8he overpowers him by tripping him. It turns
A Arpan wrfey  Brvtfa Db Fali “fomedran, firfes $a aq P TP S|
out to be Mrr—Lightner's assistant—hg Nancy Mﬁ hears a

etrange tappling apparently from the room nextdoor. She breaks it in to
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ﬂnd George. They are in muww@tmmml_

.f'fl .{,..I'J._.._,.lil‘l EI_,I.?* 11-'"
m_mwmm As George and Nancy try to get ouf by—a—

-meana —of _a -seeret-ecellar-door, they are set upon by several men and a
et ik, Arpal ftllonb Aty o i ihan A i B Aty e Taly
womany m_thlihlm-ﬂm h&vﬂuh&un— l—n—bon;i—mtﬂign—ﬁéh—

Liphtner's assistant, the finger men in the eases, Mr. Drew
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Janﬂ. thu police arrivaf and after a battle subdue the crooks. -The—stolen—
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‘ I Pruiinlnurr Outline for the Nancy Drew Etﬁry
| THE MYSTERY OF THE VELVET MASK
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Nancy Drew, George Fayne and Bess Marvin eagerly dlascuse the
masquerade party to be given that nlght at the home of Gloria
Hendricks, Nobody but the girlas' escorts will ¥now the costumes
they will wear, Nancy says 1t will be a real mysterious party
because everyone will wear the (new type masks which cover the
entire face.

That evening MNed Nickerson calls for Nancy. He 1s dressed
as a swashbuckling pirate with a long swerd dangling from his
walet. Nancy is dressed as a ballet dancer. Mr. Drew and Ean;h
Gruen roar with laughter when the young couple don thelr maska.
Nancy's mask is that of a awunt-rauuﬂtﬁ;;iqp. Ned's mask 18 a
frightful face with a long red nose and drooping mgustache.

When they arrive at the party only the mother of the hostess
reveals herself., 8She says that the couples are to exchange dances
and mingle, but that they will not unmask until eleven o'clock.
Mancy has a fine time with Ned and is entrigued as she tries fo
unfathom the mystery of the other guests. She spots Eess Marvin
but can't find George Fayne. While they dance, Ned's sword becomes
loose and he says he must return to his car for a palr of pliera
to tighten the wire holding the sword.

He and Nancy step off the dance floor and go to the long line
of parked cars, As they approach their car, Nancy'sees a masquerader
in & black cape sneak off to the trees shead of them. It looks
gtrange but she thinks nothing more of it.

As Ned repalrs his sword, MNancy takes off her mask to get a

breath of fresh alr. When they are about to start back, Nancy finds

she has loet her mask, What to do about 1t. As they search along
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arranged on the buffet at the wide of the room has disappeared. The
guests by now unmask and Nancy finds that the Chinese Goddass and
the phantom in the black velwet both are miseing. The pollce arrive
and Wﬂﬁa gueste. Nancy telle them of the two strangers
and gives the best description she can. When all the guesta have
left, Nancy searchs for the scrap of paper. BShi finde half of 1t.

Next merning she shows 1t to her father and tells about the
story of the night's happenings. Mr., Drew says he would like to
help her, but he must go to New York on a cese. This ia the case:

& woman in town who runs a gift shop has bought a large consignment

of miniature silver made in England. After she had put the rare pleces
on display in her showcases, a man arrived to claim them, saying they
had been stolen from him, The woman had been reluctant to glve up the
sllver. Nevertheless, faced with a damaging charge of being a fence,
she had appealed to Mr. Drew,

"Truth 18 always the best defense in a case like this, " the
lawyer said, "I am going to New York to find oft who 1t was who sold
the miniature silver to Mrs. Princep."

The next day Nancy returns to the home of Mras. Hendricks and aaks
her a lot of questions, seeking a clue. & he finds that the party had
besn staged by the Funlite Amusement Company. This organlzation, appar-
ently old and reputable, was arranging many parties of all typee in
River Heights and wviecinity. Nancy suddenly remembers scmething and goes
to the local newspaper and examines their fileas. B8She finds that another
theft had taken place two montha before. She alao finde that the Funlite
Bompany also had staged this party. S8trangely enough, silver had been
stolen.

« Nancy goea to the Funlite Company in the guiese of & prospective
client. B he finds that the place locks entirely reputable, as she

speaks to the owner, cne Mr. Tipton. As she leaves however, he grasps her
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the path they had taken, Nancy finds a velvel mask, but 1t is not
hers. It is a strange mask of a skelton's head. Hancy tries 1t
on, and Ned gets a big kick out of seeing the incongruous effect
of the ballet dancer with a skelton's head,

Nancy causes guite a stir when she reappears on the dance floor
with her new mask. BSuddenly the same stranger they had seen near
the parked cars approachs her and cute in on Ned. BEeneath his long,
flowing, black cape, he 1s attired in a tight-fitting, velvet sult. % (e
The etranger slao wears & skelton mask |,Elﬂ-l:1!| made of velwet. When
he dances with Nancy, he squeezes her hand hard and says: "That'e
not the costume you were golng to wear. What became of the Chinese
Goddesst"

Nancy sensing a deep and dark mystery anewers in muffled tones.
Her black phantom partner appears highly displeased but says: "Here
are the 1nutruct1nnaaani he presses a note into Nancy's hand., Just
a8 he does, Ned Nickerson cuts back in agaln, and he and Nancy dance
off. '

Nancy whlepers toc Ned who guides her beneath a floor lamp where
ghe reads the note. In strange and oryptic language it instructs
Nancy to atand by the main entrance and block the exitg of guests when
"1t happens."

“When what happens?" Ned asks, Nancy determines to find out.
With the note 8till in her hand, she approaches the entrance to the
dance floor. BSuddenly she is startled to see another masquerader
in the costume of a Chlineses Goddess approach her. The figure quickly
anjahaa the note from her hand. In the milling throng Naney findsit
hard to follow." Thé@hinese Goddess dashs to the door. BSuddenly the
lightea go out. There 1g& screaming and milling sbout., After five

minutes somecne brings in candles. The lighta are repaired, but when

order once again ie restored, 1t 1s found that Mrs. Hendricks' silverware
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hand in a handshake that nearly squeezes her fingers off. The man has an

iron grip, the same as the person with whom she danced at the masquerade,
Hancy remembers the cut in the black velvet cleak, and followe that clue.
She vielts several costume rental places in vain, but at the last place
she vlslth the man i1s openlng a bundle wrapped in brown paper. It contains
a black velvet cloak. Nancy inguires about 1t; the man says he has to re=-
pair & tear. A real clue for Nancy! The man tells her it was brought in
by a small boy who will call for it later.

Nancy posts George and Bess to watch the place. A emall boy comes for
the package. The three girle follow the boy, who putsa the package in a
atreet corner refuse can. Immediately a young woman walks from the front
of a atore, hurriedly scoops out the package, and hurries down the street.
Nancy, George, and Bese follow, but George trips and falls on the asidewalk
uttering a cry. The woman turne around, sees she 18 being followed, and
begine to run. 3he dashes into an alleyway and disappears into a building,
slamming the door behind her. George tries the door and finds that it ia
locked,

Naney saya they muat approach the bullding from the front. Much to their
amazement they find the building 18 the ssme one which houses the Funlite
Company. They ask Mr., Tipton if he has seen anyone come in. He denles 1it,
He 18 very affable. He asks them if he can throw a party for them. That
night ss Nancy 1s studfing the torn paper for a possible new clue, she finds
that the printing on the paper L& very heavy, pessibly made by a heavy hand.
As she studliee 1t, Togo barks. The ocutside cellar door slams. Hannah Gruen
comes flylng down the stairs. Together with Togo, she and Nancy tiptoe
down the cellar atepa. As they do, they hear a crash, A stone with a mesa=-
age attached to it has been thrown through the front window. Before they
can reach the firest floor the stone thrower escapes in the darkneess,

The message ies a2 warning to Naney to mind her business and not worry

about the thefts at the masquerade party. Hannah urges Naney to notlfy
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the pokice, but the girl decides to awalt the return of her father. Later

that night, the telephone ringa. There ls an urgent telegram froli Mr,

Drew. He asks Nancy to come to New York at once because of strange develop-

menta in his ocaee,

The next morning, Kancy telephones to George and Besa, When they

arrive at the D rew home, she tella them of the night's happening, and

of her Torthcoming trip to New York. George tella Nancy she should be

veryg cautloua, and suggests Nancy contact her father to verify the tele=-

gram. MNancy does this, telephoning the hotel in New York where Mr.

Drew 18 staylng. The lawyer 1s out, but the clerk says has left a mess-
_ age which verifies the telegram./ 8 till George and Bess are *iﬂ:n:.-“.l--!.m!_%#r
.'Haﬂér'finnllr comep up with an ldea which satiasfiea them both. All e
three wlll make the trlp.j

The girls go back to the costume shop and get a blonde wig which
George wamra. Nancy gets a dark one, the ldea belng that George will
pose a8 Nancy while Nanocy herself and Bess keep a watch on the traln.

When they arrive at the station George, made up very skillfully
to look somewhat like Nancy, tekee Naney's initialled bag and boards
the train. HNaney herself and Eess follow at a distance, seating them-

pelves at the other end of the car. They are not very far from River

Helghts when a alender and distinguished looking miﬁdlu-agadbzgﬁ"ﬁakan

.-.e.\_:-\.

ile way from the car ahead and walks slowly down the center of thelr
s

car, glancing at the baggage rack. When te spots Nancy's initialled

"_f.i-n.
bag, “he stops and slts down beslde George. HNanoy and Bess eee him

atrike up a conversation, then suddenly Ceorge sesme to falnt, and the

L e i
man tries to assist her from her seat.

Nancy and Bese rush up th thelr friend. As George slumps to her

seat, her wig comea off, and the stranger, seeilng the dlsgulse, rushes

L rh-‘h__..

from the car, With Bess taking naru nf Guurga Nancy chases the man, &
(R SR _'1':& B i R =
ﬂ:t'tha train alnﬂa dﬂwn for the next utatinn and the man &acapﬂi.

When Nancy gatikhaﬁk to George and Bees, she learna that the lﬂnr'
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who had been smoking & nxgar, purfuﬂ some of the umukq into har rauaqu ..u,
causing her to faint. This wae apparently & strange gas, and the imq
hed been trving to kidnap George, thinking 1t was Nancy.

As Naney 1s telling the oo nductor what happened, the train stops
at the next station, and a plainclothes policeman boards 1%t. When he
finds Nancy, he telle her to get off the traln and go back to River
Heights., Her father had arrived home, and discovering that the New York
telegram had been a ruse, had advised the police to stop Nancy on her
trip. When the three girla-raturn to River Heights, they tell Mr. Drew
of their experience., Nancy thinks that the stranger might have been the
same one who gave her the message at the masquerade partyy Although
Nancy has a detailed descriptien of him, she feels that he %oo, like
George, may have been made up to resemble someone else.

Mr. Drew tells Mancy about hia case in New York. The company which
supposedly sold Miss Princep the sllver did not exbmt. The address was
an empty loft on Thirty-second Street, Mr. Drew had learned that 1%
had been occupied occaslonally by mysterious persons who came to pleck
up mall at that place.

"I guess that Misg Princep really has purchased stolen goods," the
lawyer said. "B ut the man who accuses her atill has to prove the iden-
tity to show the sllver la his.

Meanwhile, MNancy finds out that the Funlite Company ls putting on a
party at the Coumtry Club. 8She, Bess and Gecrge buy tickets and attend
1t. A very entertéining program is put on with a Juggler, slnger and a
dance team. Finally a magiclian comes on to do his act, and the house
lights are turhed very low., As the maglelan shows his "dancing cobra®,
the Nghts are turned even dimmer, and the audience responds heartily
to the clever act. However, as the show enda, a woman in the Dack row
gereams that her necklace has been stolen. Several other people }Jabber

at the same time. A clever thief has been among them when the lights
were dim, and has taken bracelets, necklaces, watchea, wallets etec. eteo.
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3 uddenly Bess discovers that her purse is missing. There was
nothing in it of velue except a few dollars, a compact and a new French
4&&&&;L given to her for her birthday. After the police have come and
gone, the three girls stop off at a sandwich shop for a snack. Besa
suddenly comes alert, tells Nanoy not to look, but the girlj sitting in
the next booth la wearing the aama-i%%i&ﬂf.that wae stolen in her purse.
Neney carefully peers over, and sees the girl who had 1ifted the package
containing the repaired cloak and had disappeared down the alley.

Nancy decides the only thing she can do 1s confront her. This she
does, The girl is indignant, as is her middle-aged male companion who
threatems to charge Nancy with slander. MNaney, through her clever argument-
ation, forces the girl to reveal her name. This 18 all Nancy needs to
find out moee about her. The woman's name is Donna Treng. The next
merning, Nancy goes to her apartment house, BShe finds that Mise Treng
has llved there for about six months., She wueries the superintendent
further, and finda that Mise Treng recelves many packages from New York.
Hancy asks the man 1f he can find where the packages come from, He
saya he will try.

Haney hurries to her father's office to tell him of the new devel-
opments, He 1a 1in conference, but when he hears Nanecy ie waiting, he
hag her ushered in. The man he ls talking with, 1e the man who claima
the sllver in Miss Princep's shop. Nancy is startled to see he 18 the same

ore whe had been tel king with the woman in the booth,



